Key points from Substance Abuse Treatment Reduces Costs to Society; 
Eliminating Substance Abuse Treatment Increases Costs (Dennis, Scott & Godley 2011)
· With brief interventions under $500 per episode, outpatient treatment episodes under $4500, and residential treatment under $14,000, the cost of substance abuse treatment is trivial relative to the costs treatment reduces:
· $22,000 /year to incarcerate an adult

· $30,000/child-year in foster care

· $70,000/year to keep a child in detention

· $1,115 per night in hospital 

· $13,000 per week in intensive care for premature baby

·  $27,000 per robbery

·  $67,000 per assault

· Economists estimate that substance abuse treatment has an annual return on investment (ROI) between $1.28 to $7.26 per dollar invested.

· This works both ways – because when left untreated substance users still show up in emergency rooms, hospitals, jails, prison and incur costs to taxpayers.

· Thus for every treatment dollar cut in the proposed budget, the actual cost to Illinois taxpayers will increase between $1.28 and $7.26.
· On average, the cost of the investment in treatment at Haymarket and other similar Illinois providers: 

· is offset within 18 months by reductions in other costs to society like days in jail, probation, parole, hospitals, mental health.

· generates a net savings to Illinois taxpayers of $14,589 per person over 4 years.
· The proposed cuts would reduce the number of people treated at Haymarket by 7,000 and any short term savings would be more than off set by an increase of over $102 million in other costs to society within 1 to 4 years.
· While some people recover from addiction without treatment, over half the people we treat are presenting with 4 or more major clinical issues around addiction, mental health, victimization, and crime and are not going to spontaneously get better on their own.

· The 1 to 4 year costs to taxpayers of ignoring substance use among people with multiple chronic conditions are far greater than the cost of providing treatment.   
· The kind of cut that has been proposed is highly likely to backfire and should be reversed. 
· Bottom line = The proposed $55,000,000 cut will cost Illinois taxpayers between $70,000,000 and $400,000,000 within the next 1 to 2 years.

